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STATEMENT BY GREAT BRICKHILL PARISH COUNCIL  
 

The Parish Council welcomes this Parish Plan so painstakingly researched and produced by the Steering 
Group, under the Chairmanship of Stephen Agambar, reflecting, as it does, the views of all the parishioners 
of Great Brickhill. 
 
Many of the recommended actions in this Plan concern issues on which the Parish Council has been working 
for some time, but which now can involve the whole village, in one capacity or another, to take part in their 
implementation. 
 
The Parish Council will have to prioritise the Action Plans into those for immediate or longer-term action, 
either because of the cost involved in their implementation (not to impose too high a charge on the Council 
Tax) or because of the lack of human resources needed.  Much will be determined by the reports of the 
Working Groups. 
 
The Parish Plan will be reviewed and updated regularly as a five to ten year plan evolves.  The Parish 
Council will use the Plan to ensure that it is incorporated in the decision making process for the future 
development of Great Brickhill within the wider area of Milton Keynes and North Buckinghamshire.  The 
publication of this Parish Plan demonstrates that Great Brickhill is a cohesive and vibrant community whose 
views have a significant contribution to make in the proposed development of the South East. 
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For more information about the Great Brickhill Parish Plan and its implementation, or to make any 
comments about the Plan please contact the Great Brickhill Parish Plan Steering Group on 01525 261527, or 
email to: gbparishplan@sagambar.fsnet.co.uk
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INTRODUCTION 
 
What is a Parish Plan? 
 
The Rural White Paper in 2000 announced the Government’s intention to encourage Parish Councils to take 
greater responsibility for running their own affairs, and influencing and shaping the future development of 
their communities through the preparation of Parish Plans. 
 
The objective of a Parish Plan is to find out what the local community wants, and to work out how to provide 
this.  The Parish Plan is intended to bring together residents’ views on planning, social and environmental 
issues, to identify what is important to the community; and to determine a consensus on what to protect and 
what to change.  The Parish Plan is intended to be a constructive means for managing these activities to meet 
and accommodate residents’ needs and aspirations.   
 
How did we develop the Parish Plan? 
 
Great Brickhill Parish Council began the process to develop the Parish Plan in July 2004 by setting up a 
Steering Group to drive the development forward.  The working principle adopted by the Group was “to 
identify all residents’ wishes for the future of the village by consulting widely” with the stated aim of: 
 

SHAPING OUR FUTURE TOGETHER 
 
Consultation with the village was carried out in two stages. Have Your Say Day in October 2004 was a first 
stage consultation in which village residents were invited to record issues that most occupied their thoughts.  
Twelve topics accounted for 77% of the responses, and these formed the basis for a questionnaire for the 
second stage consultation in the Parish Survey. Every resident over 16 years was invited to complete the 
Survey Questionnaire by a team of volunteers who delivered and collected the questionnaires over a period 
of about one week in January 2005.  At least one response was received from 256 out of the 331 homes in 
the Parish, giving a response rate of 77%.  In total 460 completed questionnaires were received.   
 
The questionnaire was also distributed on the school buses from the village so that the older children could 
contribute their views. 
 
In a separate consultation exercise the children attending the village school were asked their opinions about 
living in the village, specifically: what they like, what they don’t like and what they would like to change.  
Contributions of paintings and written comments were received from 181 children – a response rate of 81 %. 
 
The Parish Survey Report “What does the Village Think” was prepared to summarise and analyse the 
responses and views expressed by villagers in the Parish Survey.  In April 2005 Great Brickhill Parish 
Council adopted the Parish Survey Report as the basis for the Great Brickhill Parish Plan.  A copy of the 
Parish Survey Report was then delivered to every household in the village. 
 
The Steering Group developed the Great Brickhill Parish Plan, based on the findings of the Parish Survey 
during May and June 2005. 
 
THE VILLAGE OF GREAT BRICKHILL 
 
Great Brickhill in Buckinghamshire is a small village situated at the northeast corner of Aylesbury Vale 
District.  Milton Keynes lies to the north, and South Bedfordshire to the east.  The village, with the adjoining 
village of Stoke Hammond, lies in an Area of Attractive Landscape identified in the Buckinghamshire 
County Structure Plan.  The landscape around the village is characterised “by woodland interspersed with 
agricultural areas and some heathland”.  The village enjoys magnificent views to the west over the Ouzel 
Valley and Aylesbury Vale beyond.  To the south lies Stockgrove Park with its associated woodlands, bridle 
paths and leisure trails. 
 
In the 19th Century, Great Brickhill was a typical agricultural village, with a largely self-sufficient economy 
of trades people and landowners.  The most significant of these was the Duncombe family whose family 
connections with the village and patronage continue to this day. 
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In the 20th Century the fortunes of the village mirrored those of the region as a whole.  There was a gradual 
decline in the agricultural economy of the village, with a consequent drop in population in the 1930’s to less 
than 400.  In recent years the village has taken on commuter status owing to the proximity of Milton Keynes, 
the good road links to the rest of the country by the M1 and A5 and rail access to London, the Midlands and 
the North from Leighton Buzzard. 
 
At the beginning of the 21st Century the 
population is more than 850.  There are signs of 
continuing change with many residents now 
working or running their businesses from home. 

The Parish Hall overlooks the Cricket Ground 

The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin 

 
The centre of the village is bounded by a 
triangle of three old roads: Lower Way, Rotten 
Row and Pound Hill.  These link with the three 
roads coming into the village: Heath Road from 
the East, Ivy Lane from the South and Manor 
Hill / Galley lane from the North.  The village 
has 19 listed buildings:  the Parish Church of St 
Mary the Virgin, which dates from the 13th 
Century, the Old Red Lion Public House and 17 
houses.  Three areas of the village are currently 
designated as Conservation Areas.  These are 
centred on the Church, the former Duncombe 
Arms public house with open views over the 
Ouzel valley, and the area adjoining Ivy Lane, 
Heath Road and Stoke Lane.  High Ash Church 
of England School is popular and draws pupils 
up to 11 years old from the surrounding villages 
and Milton Keynes.  It is highly regarded by 
parents and was praised in its recent OFSTED 
report.  The village General Grocers Store and 
Post Office closed for business in 1998 when the 
owners retired, and the site has been recently 
developed with two houses.  A single village 
shop remains, and a visiting Post Office operates 
from the Parish Hall on one afternoon a week. 
The village is well provided with a large modern 
Parish Hall by the Cricket Ground.  The Hall 
was opened in 1995 and provides a social hub to 
the village with the adjacent Cricket Club with 
its clubhouse and bar, tennis courts and 
children’s playground. 

 
The village has always enjoyed a strong sense of 
community that exists to the present day.  Over the last 30 years, this community spirit has enabled residents 
to mobilise against various threats to the continuing existence and pleasantness of the village.  The first of 
these in the 1970’s was the proposed building of the ‘Third London Airport’ at Cublington / Wing.  The 
successful protest against this scheme held the village in good stead when in the 1980’s it faced a proposal to 
extract sand from the land adjacent to Galley Lane, to be followed by waste infill.    The protest by the 
village led to the proposal being rejected.  In 2003 the proposed installation of an incinerator plant at the new 
waste handling facility at Newton Longville brought the threat of air borne pollution to the village.   This 
history leaves residents justifiably feeling anxious for the future owing to two new issues that threaten the 
village.  These are the proposed expansion of Luton Airport and the re-alignment of flight paths over the 
village with a consequent increase in noise pollution; and the expansion in housing areas around Milton 
Keynes as part of the emerging South East Plan, with the possibility that the village will be swallowed up 
into the City as we move into the 21st century.   
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WHAT THE VILLAGERS LIKE ABOUT GREAT BRICKHILL 
 
“The views and the walks.”   
 
“The peace and tranquillity.”  
 
“A tremendous place to live with many people actively involved in the community.”  
 
As part of the Parish Survey, residents were asked to list three things they like most about living in the 
village.  Nearly 1000 comments were recorded in response to this question alone.  The main features that are 
most highly valued by villagers are: 
 

• the rural location of the village with its open views over the surrounding countryside and easy access 
for walking, riding and leisure; 

• the “peace and quiet”; 
• the size and scale of the village with lots of activities and events; 
• the sense of community; 
• the friendliness of the villagers; 
• the location, separate from Milton Keynes and Leighton Buzzard, yet close enough to access their 

amenities; 
• the good access to the rest of the country by road and rail; 
• the cleanliness and tidiness make it a pleasant place to live; 
• the sense of safety and well being in the village, which is particularly appreciated by parents with 

young children. 
 

The younger children endorsed many of these views.  They appreciate the quiet calm of the surrounding 
countryside and woods, the sense of safety and the friendliness of the local people.  The school and its 
teachers, the Parish Hall and the amenities at the cricket ground are all praised. 
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STATISTICS ABOUT GREAT BRICKHILL PARISH 
 
Population 
(2001 Census) 

All people 
 

865   

 People under 18 years 
 

196 23%  

 People 18 – 25 years 
 

46 5%  

 People 25 – 44 years 
 

201 23%  

 People 45 – 65 years 
 

265 31%  

 People over 65 years 157 18%  
     
Housing Stocks 
(2001 Census) 

All Houses with residents 
 

338   

 Detached house or bungalow 
 

214 63%  

 Semi-detached house or bungalow 
 

91 27%  

 Terraced house or bungalow 34 10%  
     
Housing tenure 
(2001 Census) 

All Households 
 

338   

 Owner occupied 
 

270 80%  

(Note: Aylesbury Vale District Council 
advise that local authority housing in 
June 2005 is now 43 houses) 

Rented from Council (local authority) 
 

48 14%  

 Rented from private or other landlord 20 6%  
     
Council Tax Bands 
(Aylesbury Vale District Council 2005) 

All Households 
 

341   

 Tax Band A 
 

12 4%  

 Tax Band B 
 

36 10%  

 Tax Band C 
 

48 14%  

 Tax Band D 
 

33 10%  

 Tax Band E 
 

42 12%  

 Tax Band F 
 

66 19%  

 Tax Band G 
 

101 30%  

 Tax Band H 3 1%  
     
Car and van ownership 
(2001 Census) 

All Households 
 

338   

 Households with no car or van 
 

32 9%  

 Households with one car or van 
 

97 29%  

 Households with 2 or more cars or vans 209 62%  
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THE PARISH SURVEY  
 
The Parish Survey has identified a number of features of life in Great Brickhill that its residents value and 
enjoy and wish to protect, and other issues where some sort of action or change is called for.  These issues 
and values provide the basis for the Parish Plan.  The main findings from the Parish Survey, where change or 
protective action may be wanted, have been grouped under four main headings: 
 
Housing and Development with concerns expressed about both general housing development in the village, 
and the possible provision of affordable housing in Great Brickhill.  On the wider regional scale the expected 
growth and expansion of Milton Keynes with 70,000 new houses to be built over the next 25 years is a major 
cause for concern. This has been identified as probably the single most important issue and threat to the 
future of Great Brickhill. 
   
Highways and Transport where there are issues with speeding traffic through the village and the 
approaches, maintenance of roads and pavements, provision of pavements and street lighting in the village, 
car parking in the village, and public transport serving the village. 
 
Conservation and Environment issues where there is concern for the protection of the rural environment of 
the village, landscaping in the village, developing and promoting the network of public footpaths and 
bridleways in and around the village for the enjoyment of all.  The village supports strongly the waste 
recycling programmes provided by AVDC and would like to extend these.  There is widespread concern 
about the siting of mobile phone masts in and around the village.  There is a lot of concern among residents 
about the possibility of increased noise from aircraft using Luton Airport if the proposed realignment of the 
flight paths and expansion of the Airport goes ahead. 
 
Leisure and Recreation where there is wide support to set up a youth club in the village, and to upgrade the 
existing playground facilities for children up to 12 years old. 
 
FINDINGS, RECOMMENDATIONS AND ACTION PLANS 
 
The main body of the Parish Plan comprises a summary of Findings on 18 different issues concerning the 
future development and protection of the village.  For each issue a Recommended Action supported by an 
Action Plan has been proposed.  A key requirement for the Parish Plan is that it should preserve and protect 
what the villagers value, and for those issues where there is a clear majority in favour of change or 
development, the implementation of change must be sympathetic with the rural location, and considerate of 
minority viewpoints.   The Action Plans have been prepared with this in mind. 
 
GOING FORWARD WITH THE PARISH PLAN 
 
The Steering Group sees this Parish Plan as a first step.  It is not set in stone.  It is a working document to be 
reviewed and updated regularly as the Working Groups complete their tasks, and as other issues come to the 
fore. 
 
The success of the Parish Plan will depend crucially on the practical input and support from village residents 
as volunteers for the various Working Groups.  Also, the implementation of many of the Action Plans will 
need funding.  The availability of funds either from the Parish Council, District Council, or County Council, 
or from other grant support agencies will affect the prioritisation of projects.  
 
So, this is only the beginning of what we hope will be an enduring and productive partnership between the 
residents of Great Brickhill and their Parish Council, to get done those things that the village has identified as 
important. 
 
As the first step a Parish Plan Open Day will be arranged in September 2005.  This will take the form of 
presentations on the 18 Issues identified in the Plan.  This will be your opportunity to join one or more of the 
Working Groups on the Projects that might interest you. 
 
For more information about the Great Brickhill Parish Plan and its implementation, or to make any 
comments about the Plan please contact the Great Brickhill Parish Plan Steering Group on 01525 261527, or 
email to: gbparishplan@sagambar.fsnet.co.uk
 

mailto:gbparishplan@sagambar.fsnet.co.uk
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FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

 

HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

1 MILTON KEYNES 
EXPANSION 

 

“It’s an ideal location - close but not too close to Milton 
Keynes and London.”  
 
“Great Brickhill should be a cushion between MK and LB. Act 
as a lung for MK.  Area of Attractive Landscape should be 
enhanced not removed. Designate whole parish as green belt 
limit for MK.”  
 
“Needs to stay a village not expand into MK overspill.  People 
choose to live here for the village community and facilities.” 
 

Background to 
Milton Keynes 
Expansion 

There are a number of existing planning documents that currently affect development 
in Great Brickhill.  The South East England Regional Assembly (the Regional 
Planning Body) is developing the South East Plan.  This Plan will control housing 
and infrastructure development in South East England, including Milton Keynes and 
will undoubtedly affect Great Brickhill in the future.   

 
As part of the Aylesbury Vale 
District, Great Brickhill is 
currently subject to the Aylesbury 
Vale District Local Plan (AVDLP) 
which was adopted in January 
2004, and provides a framework 
for planning and other investment 
decisions up to 2011.  In addition, 
the Buckinghamshire County 
Council Structure Plan, which was 
adopted in 1996, provides a 
strategic framework for land-use 
for the whole county.  However, 
the Planning and Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004 heralded the abolition of County Structure Plans.  The adopted 
Buckinghamshire County Structure Plan will remain relevant until the new statutory 
South East Plan supersedes it in 2007.  This change will very likely affect Great 
Brickhill as the South East Plan will include sub-regional policies for Milton Keynes 
and Aylesbury that will provide for 70,000 new houses to be built in Milton Keynes 
Borough (a 50% growth) in the period to 2031. This number of new homes will 
require significant geographical expansion of Milton Keynes beyond the existing 
MK Borough Boundary. 
 
The development of the South East Plan by the South East England Regional 
Assembly is in progress   The latest version of the Plan will be published for public 
consultation in Autumn 2005, and the final draft will be submitted to the Secretary of 
State in March 2006.  After further public consultation the Government will approve 
a final version of the South East Plan in 2007 that will then become the Statutory 
Plan for the region. 
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Findings The overall view from the Parish Survey is that residents do not want any more 

large-scale housing development in the village beyond a possible modest 
development of Affordable Housing.  The wish to maintain independence from the 
potential development and expansion of Milton Keynes is very strong and virtually 
unanimous with 95% of residents supporting the independent line.   
 

Recommended 
Action 

RA1 Great Brickhill Parish Council to monitor closely the South East Plan as it is 
developed and published.  The Parish Council should press vigorously the case 
to retain the rural character of Great Brickhill.  During the public consultation 
phases the Parish Council should seek to ensure that the attractive landscape 
and green space is retained for everyone to enjoy, including our neighbours 
who live in the adjoining towns.  

 
Action Plan 
 

 
AP1 Milton Keynes Expansion 

 Objective  To maintain independence from the expanding development of Milton 
Keynes.  

 
 To monitor actively the development of the South East Plan and ensure 

that Great Brickhill residents’ views and aspirations are understood 
and presented in the public consultations. 

 
 Why  95% of residents wish to maintain the independence of the village and 

preserve Great Brickhill as a rural community. 
 

 How  Monitor and report on the development of the South East Plan. 
 
 Mobilise support in the village and co-ordinate presentation of the 

Great Brickhill residents’ views and aspirations for the village at 
public consultations relating to the South East Plan. 

 
 Provide regular bulletins of all public consultations and events in 

which Great Brickhill's views are presented. 
 
 Parish Council to promote the designation of Great Brickhill and the 

surrounding countryside as a Green Belt between Leighton Buzzard 
and Milton Keynes.  

 
 Who   Parish Council. 

  Aylesbury Vale District Council. 
  All Great Brickhill residents. 
 

 When  Immediate and ongoing. 
  Sept/Oct 2005 public consultation on South East Plan. 
  Spring/Summer 2006 public consultation on South East Plan. 
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2 HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN 
 GREAT BRICKHILL 

“Appalling amounts of poor quality in-fill 
development has been permitted.” 
 
“Sensible infilling - no monstrosities - parking for 
cars must be a priority for any developments 
otherwise they will be spilling onto the roadways.”  
 
“It won’t be a village if it gets any bigger.” 
 

Background to 
Housing 
Development 

Aylesbury Vale District Local Plan (AVDLP) specifies that housing development in 
rural areas should be restricted, to ensure that most development is in the most 
sustainable locations in existing towns. 
 

Findings 65% of villagers said that they do not want to see more housing development in 
Great Brickhill (21% do wish to see more development).  The main concerns 
expressed are: 
 
the encroachment of housing development onto existing green space. 
 
the poor and inappropriate architectural design of many of the recently built houses. 
 
the lack of balance in the type of houses being built with the predominance of large 
executive type houses, often on inappropriately small plots. 
 
the undesirable ribbon development along Ivy Lane and Lower Way. 
 

Recommended 
Action 

RA2 Great Brickhill Parish Council should oppose expansion of the village through 
multi-dwelling developments of new houses, particularly where these would be 
outside the existing envelope of the village, and where they would compromise 
the infrastructure, existing open views, attractiveness or rural nature of the 
village. 

 
Action Plan 
 

 
AP2 Housing development in Great Brickhill

 Objective  To oppose developments of new houses in the village that would 
compromise the infrastructure, attractiveness or rural nature of the 
village. 

 
 Why  65% of villagers do not want to see any more housing development in 

the village. 
 

 How  Oppose any applications for multi-dwelling developments in the 
village. 

 
  Oppose any ribbon development on the approaches to the village. 
 
 Investigate the feasibility of a Design Statement for the village. 
 

 Who   Parish Council . 
  Aylesbury Vale District Council. 
  Working Group to develop a Village Design Statement. 
 

 When  Immediate and ongoing. 
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3 AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN  
 GREAT BRICKHILL 

“It would be nice to see affordable housing for local 
young people – is it possible to allocate in this way ?” 
 
“There is no need for affordable housing in Great 
Brickhill - there is plenty available in and planned for 
Milton Keynes “ 
 

Background to 
Affordable 
Housing in  
Great 
Brickhill 

The Aylesbury Vale District Local Plan (AVDLP) allows for “exception schemes” to 
provide affordable houses for local needs in rural areas that are supported by an up-to-
date Housing Needs Survey.  This will allow planning approval for sites that normally 
might not be granted for developments of affordable dwellings for households with a 
strong local connection.  It is a requirement that affordable housing must be 
economically viable, taking into account the level of rent or purchase that enables the 
need to be met. 
 
Great Brickhill Parish Council, in partnership with the Rural Housing Trust, undertook 
a Housing Needs Survey of the Parish in October 2003.  The Survey identified 16 
responding households with a current or future need within 5 years for affordable 
housing. The greatest need identified was housing for single people (12 out of 16), and 
with an age profile uniformly distributed across the range: from those in their 20’s 
through middle age to those in their 60’s.  The Rural Housing Trust concluded that 
Great Brickhill Parish Council should investigate further whether a small scheme of 
two bedroom properties for shared ownership and rent could be provided. 
 
Great Brickhill Parish Council has investigated the possibility of developing affordable 
housing in the village, but so far has not been able to identify any suitable sites in the 
village. 
 

Findings The Parish Survey determined that 49% of residents support the development of 
affordable housing in the village, and 37% oppose it.  This appears to contradict the 
strong opposition expressed concerning general Housing Development in the village. 
 
69% of villagers said that they would like to be fully consulted if and when a suitable 
site for affordable housing is identified. 
 
The Parish Survey confirms that there is a need for affordable housing.  Six young 
adults, who completed the questionnaire, said that they would readily take up such 
housing now or in the very near future. 
 
The issue of affordable housing appears to have divided the village more profoundly 
than any of the other subjects covered in the Parish Survey. 188 written comments 
were recorded in the Survey and these provide some insight to this division. 
 
The majority of comments of those who support the development of affordable 
housing, qualified their opinion or described the problems with implementing such a 
scheme: 
 

• the houses need to be appropriately designed and sympathetic to the village 
setting. 

 
• the houses should be restricted to younger people or first-time buyers. 

 
• the houses should be for rent or shared ownership only. 

 
• it will impact on other aspects of village life – scale, transport, parking, school. 
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• how do we ensure that it is available to those who need it? 

 
• how do we ensure that affordable housing remains affordable in the coming 

years? 
 
A sizable minority of comments rejected the idea of affordable housing: 
 

• there is enough here already. 
 

• there is a good mix of housing in the village. 
 

• there is good affordable housing nearby in Leighton Buzzard and Milton 
Keynes. 

 
• there is no suitable space available. 

 
• it could spoil the village. 

 
Two sites were suggested by individuals as possibly being suitable for affordable 
housing.  One respondent suggested John Horncapps Lane.  Another suggested the 
Cuff Lane playground, because it is currently little used for its intended purpose 
(possibly because it is poorly equipped), and a community-housing scheme would be 
in keeping with the spirit of the former Chapel that once occupied the site. 
 

Recommended 
Action 

RA3 Great Brickhill Parish Council to review the current initiative to provide 
affordable housing.  This should balance the strong opposition to further 
housing development in the village with the need expressed in the Housing 
Needs Survey and the Parish Survey for affordable housing for older as well as 
younger people with a strong connection to the village.  

 
Action Plan 
 

 
AP3 Affordable Housing in Great Brickhill

 Objective To continue to investigate the possible development of affordable 
housing in Great Brickhill that is economically viable. 

 
 Why The balance of support in the village is in favour of providing 

affordable housing for people with a strong family connection with the 
village (49% in favour,  37% against).   There is also strong opposition 
to major larger scale development in the village, with 63% of residents 
against more development. 

 
 How Update the Housing Needs survey to quantify specific needs and 

potential uptake of affordable housing by residents or others with a 
strong local connection. 

 
 Quantify potential local uptake against affordability and economic 

viability criteria. 
 
 Identify site options for providing a justified number of affordable 

houses within the existing village envelope. 
 
 Consult fully with the village with specific proposals before any 

decision is taken. 
 

 Who   Great Brickhill Parish Council. 
 

 When  2005 
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HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT 
 

 

4 SPEEDING TRAFFIC 
 

“Something really must be done about speed.”  
 
“Keep speed controls in sympathy with village.”  
 

Findings Speeding traffic exceeding the 30 mph limit through the village was identified as a major 
concern by 87% of villagers in the Parish Survey.  Excess speed is an additional concern 
to those who live on the approaches to the village, particularly Galley Lane and Ivy Lane.  
This is a topic that has concerned greatly Great Brickhill Parish Council over the years.   
 
The survey indicated  varying degrees of support for traffic calming measures, such as: 
 

• Red Tarmac Strip and 30mph sign on the road surface at the entrances to the 
village. 

• Flashing Speed Indicators 
at the entrance to the 
village. 

• Extending the speed limit 
further out of the village. 

• Open gated entries to the 
village. 

  
The least popular traffic calming 
measures were: 

• Speed bumps.  
• Chicanes. 

 
Some villagers felt that the proposed solutions may be worse than the problem because 
they may not be in sympathy with the village setting, and may be ineffective. 
 
At the time of writing (April 2005) a countywide Speed Limit Review is in progress by 
Buckinghamshire County Council, providing an opportunity for changes that reflect the 
views of the village to be implemented. 

Recommended 
Action 

RA4.1 Great Brickhill Parish Council to ensure that problems with speeding traffic 
through the village are input to the Bucks County Council Speed Limit Review. 

 
 RA4.2 Great Brickhill Parish Council in consultation with Buckinghamshire County 

Council (Highways) will promote the introduction of effective traffic calming 
measures in order to reduce the speed of traffic through the village. 

 
Action Plan  

 
AP4 Traffic calming
 

 Objective To introduce traffic calming measures to reduce speeding traffic through 
the village. 

 
 Why   87% of villagers indicate there is a problem with speeding traffic. 

 
 How  Investigate the potential effectiveness of the more popular control 

measures identified in the survey.  Implement preferred effective option. 
 

 Who   Working Group led by Parish Council. 
  Bucks CC (Highways). 
 

 When  Immediate for research. 
  2006 implementation. 
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5 ROADS AND PAVEMENTS 

MAINTENANCE 
 

“All the roads into the village need to 
be looked at for repairs.”  
 
“Where there are pavements they are 
too narrow and sloping.”  
 

Findings Road Maintenance  60% of villagers in 
the Survey were dissatisfied with the road 
maintenance through the village and its 
approaches.  Potholes and the erosion of 
road edges in the narrower parts are not 
dealt with adequately by the short term 
patching strategy that is currently 
employed. 
 
Pavement Maintenance 67% of villagers in the Survey were satisfied with the 
standards of pavement maintenance through the village, and 32% of villagers were 
dissatisfied.  Comments from the latter group highlighted the difficulties encountered 
by wheelchair and buggy users and the elderly as a result of uneven surfaces, restricted 
width and adverse cambers in some areas tending to throw pedestrians into the road.  
  

Recommended 
Action 
 

RA5.1 Great Brickhill Parish Council to seek repair and re-surfacing of existing roads 
and pavements to a safe standard through the village by Buckinghamshire 
County Council.  Encourage villagers to use the Buckinghamshire County 
Council “Highways on call” road repair hotline to deal with road defects as 
these become apparent. 

 
 RA5.2 Great Brickhill Parish Council to set up a working group to carry out a 

programme of bi-annual inspections of roads and pavements in the village, to 
identify problem areas and to ensure that appropriate remedial action is 
implemented promptly. 

 
Action  Plan  
 

 
AP5 Road and Pavement Maintenance

 Objective To ensure that roads through the village are maintained in a safe 
condition, with particular reference to potholes. 

 
 To ensure that pavements are maintained to a reasonable standard to 

ensure the safety of all pedestrians. 
 

 Why  60% of villagers are dissatisfied with the road maintenance through the 
village and its approaches.  

 
 A significant number of villagers have identified specific problems 

with pavement structure and maintenance.  
 

 How Set up a Working Group to carry out a programme of bi-annual 
inspections of roads and pavements in the village, to identify problem 
areas and to ensure that appropriate remedial action is implemented 
promptly. 

 
 Who  Working Group led by Parish Council. 

  Bucks County Council (Highways). 
 
When  Immediate and ongoing.   

 



GREAT BRICKHILL PARISH PLAN 

Page 16 of 32 
 

 
 
 
6 PAVEMENT ALONG LOWER WAY 

 
“Pavements are needed along Lower Way 
and at bottom end of Rotten Row.”  
 

Findings 75% of villagers in the 
Survey confirmed the 
need to extend the 
pavement along Lower 
Way, in the interests of 
pedestrian safety.  This is 
important for those who 
want to make their way 
on foot safely from one 
end of the village to the 
other, or who simply wish 
to walk round the central 
triangle of the village 
along Lower Way, up 
Rotten Row and down 
Pound Hill. 
 

Recommended 
Action 

RA6 Great Brickhill Parish Council to initiate and promote with Bucks County 
Council the process to provide a  pavement along Lower Way. 

  
 
Action Plan  
 

 
AP6 Pavement along Lower Way

 Objective To construct a pavement along Lower Way to improve pedestrian 
safety, and consider incorporating a bench to take advantage of the 
open views over the Ouzel Valley. 

 
 Why  75% of villagers support the need for a pavement along Lower Way. 

 
 70% of Lower Way residents support the need for a pavement along 

Lower Way. 
 

 How  Parish Council to initiate and promote the process to construct a 
pavement along Lower Way. 

 
 Who  Parish Council. 

  Bucks County Council (Highways). 
  Working Group to include representatives for Lower Way residents. 
 

  When   2005 Initiate.  
  2006 Complete survey and planning. 
  2007 Implement. 
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7 STREET LIGHTING 

 
“Improve lighting for pedestrians.”  
 
“I prefer to take a torch and enjoy being able to 
see the stars.”  
 

Findings 52% of villagers’ are satisfied and 41% are not satisfied with the current provision of 
street lighting.  Some people want increased lighting for security and safety reasons.  
Others value the darkness and absence of light pollution in a rural area, fearing that 
increased lighting would compromise the rural character of the village.  Some 
villagers’ comments have identified the need for improved lighting in their area, 
particularly along part of Lower Way, Green End, Pound Hill and Rotten Row.  Other 
residents would like to see a uniform style of streetlights, which is in keeping with the 
village setting. 
 

Recommend 
Action 

RA7 Great Brickhill Parish Council to determine the need  for additional street 
lighting in the dark areas of the village where local residents have expressed a 
wish for this. 

 
Action Plan  
 

 
AP7 Street Lighting

 Objective  To determine the need for additional street lighting through the village. 
 
 To consider providing  additional streetlights for pedestrian safety at 

night where the majority of residents have expressed a wish for this, 
particularly along Lower Way, Rotten Row, Pound Hill and Green 
End.  

 
 Why  52% of villagers are satisfied with the current street lighting in the 

village.  41% of villagers would like to see street lighting increased in 
the interests of pedestrian safety.  

 
 How Parish Council to set up a working group to confirm local wishes for 

additional street lighting around the village.  Working group to provide 
detailed proposals and recommendations and to identify priorities.   

 
 Who   Parish Council. 

  Bucks County Council (Highways). 
  Working Group to include owners of houses near proposed new lights. 
 

  When   2005 Set up Working Group. 
  2006 Working Group to complete survey and to make 

 recommendations for implementation. 
  2007 Implement. 
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8 CAR PARKING 

 
“The parking outside and around the Red Lion is a huge problem.  
We are almost certain to have an accident on this corner in the 
future! “ 
 
“Near High Ash School . . . the standards of parking, driving and 
safety awareness . . leave a great deal to be desired. We are 
approaching a chaotic situation where accidents are inevitable and 
we can only hope that children are not involved. “ 
 
“Lower Way – often cars parked up on the pavement making it 
difficult to get pushchairs through.”  
 

Findings There is wide agreement that car 
parking in Great Brickhill creates 
safety hazards for pedestrians and 
motorists alike.  More than 70% of 
villagers agree that there are safety 
problem at the Three Trees / Cross End 
junction, and by the school entrance at 
the Rotten Row / Pound Hill junction, 
particularly at the beginning and end of 
the school day.  There is particular 
concern for the safety of children 
making their way to and from school, 
owing to the combined effect of the 
increased volumes of car and bus 
traffic, and parked vehicles at these  
times.   

  
The Governors of High Ash School have 
made attempts in the past to alleviate 
these problems through a Safer Routes to 
School initiative, but with limited 
success. 
 

Parking at Three Trees by The Old Red Lion

Some villagers are frustrated by drivers 
who park their cars inconsiderately on 
the pavement, particularly along Lower 
Way, and at the Three Trees. 
 

 Opinions were divided when it came to 
identifying potential solutions to the 
parking problems.  54% of villagers 
agree that there should be car parking 
restrictions (31% disagree).  29% of 
villagers agree that there should be more 
designated car parking areas (42% 
disagree).  Written comments suggested 
that the introduction of parking 
restrictions would create problems with 
enforcement, and would simply move the 
problem to another part of the village.  

Parking by High Ash School 

Parking in Lower Way  
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Recommended 
Action 

RA8.1 Great Brickhill Parish Council to request a Highways Assessment by Bucks 
County Council to identify solutions to alleviate car parking problems in the 
village. 

 
 RA8.2 Great Brickhill Parish Council to set up a Working Group to identify and 

evaluate all possible options to prevent inconsiderate and dangerous parking at 
the Pound Hill / Rotten Row junction outside High Ash School. 

 
 
Action Plan  
 

 
AP8 Car Parking in Great Brickhill

 Objective  To improve and control car parking to ensure the safety of all road users 
and pedestrians, (particularly children) in the village. 

 
 Why  More than 70 % of villagers agree that there are safety issues associated 

with car parking in the village.  66% of villagers have agreed with the 
proposal for a Highways Assessment led by Bucks County Council 
(Highways) to seek solutions to the problems with traffic, parking and 
pavements in the village.  

 
 How  Great Brickhill Parish Council to request a Highways Assessment by 

Bucks County Council to identify potential solutions to the problems 
with traffic, parking and pavements in the village. 

 
 Revive Safer Routes to School initiative. 

 
 Who   Parish Council. 

  Bucks County Council (Highways). 
  High Ash School Governors. 
 Transport and Roads Working Group to include representatives from 

the village and High Ash School. 
 

  When   2005 Set up Working Group. 
  2006 Complete Highways Assessment.  Working Group to  
  recommend preferred options.    
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9 PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

 
“The buses are useless and infrequent.”  
 
“Transport with wheelchair access and disabled use would 
be great – a minibus?  It would enable people to be not 
afraid to give up driving.”  
 

Findings Only a small proportion of 
villagers (less than 15%) use the 
limited bus service to the village.  
This would increase possibly to 
30% if a more frequent and 
regular service were provided. 
However, a major proportion 
(more than 50%) would not use 
public transport even if services 
were to be increased.   
 
 
 

Recommended 
Action 

RA9 Set up a Local Transport Action Group to investigate ways and means of 
improving local transport to neighbouring villages and towns  

 
Action Plan  
 

 
AP9 Public Transport

 Objective  To improve public or shared transport from the village to local towns. 
 

 Why  There is a small but significant wish for an improved and more 
frequent service. 

 
 How   Set up a Local Transport Action Group. 

 
  Advise bus company of additional wants and needs. 
 
 Liaise with Bucks County Council, with Buckinghamshire Community 

Action and with Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Transport 
Partnership for guidance on how local transport special needs can be 
met. 

 
 Investigate establishing a Community Transport Scheme or other self-

help groups for the village. 
 

 Who   Parish Council. 
  Transport Action Group to be set up in the village. 
  Buckinghamshire Community Action. 
  Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Transport Partnership. 
   

  When  2005 Set up Transport Action Group to identify options to provide 
improved and viable Public Transport or Community Transport 
Scheme to serve Great Brickhill. 
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CONSERVATION & ENVIRONMENT 

 
 

 

10 RURAL ENVIRONMENT “Please don't allow anything to spoil the peace and 
tranquillity that GB mostly has.  It would be quite a 
shame to develop into something larger - the very 
thing you leave towns for”  
 
“It is a lovely village to live in.”  
 

Findings The residents of Great Brickhill value the attractive rural location as a major benefit of 
living in the village, with its open views and easy access to walks in the adjoining 
countryside.  It is located in an Area of Attractive Landscape (AAL) designated in the 
Buckinghamshire County Structure Plan, although this designation is under threat of 
removal.  92% of villagers want any future development to preserve the open views for 
the enjoyment of the whole village.  78% of villagers would like the village to be part 
of an area designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  71% of villagers 
would like the Conservation Areas in the village to be extended.  One suggestion was 
that the “village triangle” (Lower Way, Pound Hill and Rotten Row) including the 
Cricket Ground and adjoining areas should be given Conservation Area status as the 
heart of the village. 
 

Recommended 
Action 

RA10 Great Brickhill Parish Council to promote and preserve the attractive rural 
environment by opposing any proposed removal of the current AAL 
designation and resisting any developments or inappropriate planting in the 
village that would obscure or have the potential to obscure public views over 
non-residential countryside 

 
Action Plan 
 

 
AP10 The Rural Environment  in Great Brickhill

 Objective  To promote and preserve the attractive views over open countryside 
from Great Brickhill for everyone to enjoy. 

 
 Why  The majority of villagers wish to protect and maintain the attractive 

rural environment in Great Brickhill to be enjoyed by everyone.    
 

 How  Resist any housing developments or inappropriate planting in the 
village that would obscure views over non-residential countryside. 

 
 Explore the possibility of getting the village to be designated as an 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
 
  Seek to extend the existing Conservation Areas in the village. 
 

 Who   Parish Council to set up a Working Group to consult with: 
  Aylesbury Vale District Council. 
  Buckinghamshire County Council. 
 

 When  2005 Set up Working Group. 
  Ongoing . 
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11 LANDSCAPING & PLANTING  

 
Findings 67% of villagers want a programme of tree planting and landscaping to be introduced.   

 
65% of villagers would like to see enhanced landscaping around the new bus shelter to 
integrate this with the village scene in the Cross End, / Pound Hill / Three Trees area. 
 

Recommended 
Action 

RA11 Great Brickhill Parish Council to promote a programme of tree planting and 
low maintenance landscaping to improve and enhance open areas in the 
village.   

 
Action Plan 
 

 
AP11 Landscaping and Planting in Great Brickhill

 Objective  To implement a programme of planting and landscaping to improve 
and enhance open areas in the village. 

 
 Why  67% of villagers would like to see a programme of tree planting and 

landscaping around the village. 
 

 How   Form a Working Group: 
 
 to identify areas of land in and around the Parish to be 

considered for low maintenance planting  and landscaping, and 
to make recommendations to the Parish Council. 

 
 to recommend a low maintenance landscaping scheme around 

the new bus shelter. 
  

 Who   Parish Council to set up a Working Group. 
 

  When   2005 Set up Working Group. 
  Ongoing.  
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12 RURAL PATHS “Open views.  Access to woodland walks.”  

 
“Accessible and attractive countryside with good 
walking.”   
 

Findings There is an existing network 
of footpaths, bridleways and 
rights of way around the 
village.   Some of these form 
part of longer routes such as 
the Milton Keynes Boundary 
Walk, and the Greensands 
Ridge Walk, or link in to 
other paths such as the Grand 
Union Canal Walk  Neglect 
and low maintenance in some 
parts in or near the village can 
make these passable only 
with difficulty  at some times 
in the year. 
 
70% of villagers would like to have the existing paths and tracks surveyed with a view 
to creating a circular walk and cycle way around the village and with links to adjoining 
villages.  
 

Recommended 
Action 

RA12 Develop a circular walk around the village, with links to adjoining villages 
based on the existing network of paths and bridleways. 

 
Action Plan 
 

 
AP12 Rural Paths

 Objective  To develop a Circular Walk and Cycle Path around Great Brickhill 
with links to adjoining villages. 

 
 Why  70% of villagers would like to see a circular path around the village 

developed. 
 

 How  Form a Working Group  to survey the existing footpaths and tracks and  
identify areas where improved maintenance may be necessary.  

 Map and way mark the paths.  
  

 Who   Parish Council to set up a Working Group. 
  Bucks County Council (Rights of Way). 
 

  When   2005 Set up Working Group. 
 2006 Survey existing paths and bridleways to develop circular 

walks from the village. 
  Ongoing.   
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13 HORSES AND BRIDLEWAYS 
 

“Horse riders often ride 2 abreast – it’s 
dangerous and inconsiderate.”  
 
“Roads & lanes are dirty (even by village 
standards) due to increased number of horses 
using them.  Any chance of more bridleways?”  
 

Findings  
The livery stables located in and 
around the village cater for a 
large number of horses.  In order 
to join the network of bridleways 
around the village the horses 
often have to be ridden along the 
roads through and around the 
village.  This can be an attractive 
rural sight, but is a cause for 
concerned comment for two 
reasons: 
 

• safety concerns for riders, horses and other road users, particularly when 
horses are ridden two abreast along the roads and lanes. 

 
• the objectionable nature of large quantities of horse droppings on the roads and 

pavements in the village.  This is reported to be a particular problem along  
Green End, Pound Hill, Lower Way, Cuff Lane and Stoke Lane.   The village 
children attending High Ash School were particularly critical of this. 

 
Recommended  
Action 

RA13 Investigate the possibility of providing direct access to the bridleways from the 
various livery stables around the village in order to reduce or eliminate the 
need to ride horses on the roads. 

 
Action Plan 
 

 
AP13 Horses and Bridleways

 Objective To provide safe direct access from livery stables around the village to 
the bridleways to eliminate the need for horses and riders to use the 
roads. 

     
 Why  Some residents are concerned for the safety of horses and riders using 

the narrow roads through the village.  Many are offended by horse 
droppings on roads and pavements.   

 
 How  Set up Working Group to determine extension / modification of routes 

to allow direct access from livery stables to bridleways. 
  

 Who   Great Brickhill Parish Council. 
  Bucks County Council Rights of Way. 
 Working Group with representatives from livery stables, and riders 

from the village. 
     

  When   2005  Set up Working Group.    
  2006 Identify modifications / extensions to bridleways required. 
  2007 Implement. 
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14 RECYCLING WASTE 
 

“Cardboard should be collected for recycling.” 
 
“More people should support St Mary’s newspaper 
collection.” 
 

Findings More than 80% of 
villagers recycle paper, 
plastic and glass using 
the regular collections by 
Aylesbury Vale District 
Council.   56% compost 
vegetable waste.  The 
majority of villagers are 
satisfied with the current 
waste and recycling 
collections, although not 
everyone in the village 
gets kerbside collections 
of glass for recycling 
owing to the size and 
weight of the collection 
vehicle  (Stoke Lane and 
Galley Lane are excluded).  Many residents say the recycling collection baskets are too 
small.   Villagers are receptive to further recycling initiatives, and many suggested 
recycling cardboard to reduce the material going to landfill. 
 
The nearest waste disposal site that Great Brickhill residents may legitimately use is 12 
miles away near Buckingham.  The nearest site is the Tidy Tip in Leighton Buzzard in 
South Bedfordshire, and some residents have been prevented from using this.   
 

Recommended 
Action 

RA14.1 Lobby Aylesbury Vale District Council to include cardboard in the 
recycling collections. 

RA14.2 Seek permission from the adjoining authorities for Great Brickhill 
residents to use one of the nearer waste disposal sites. 

 
Action Plan 
 

 
AP14 Recycling Waste

 Objective  To promote waste recycling to include cardboard. 
  
 To facilitate the legitimate use by Great Brickhill residents of one of 

the nearer waste disposal sites. 
 

 Why  More than 80% of villagers already recycle glass, paper and plastics 
and are receptive to further recycling initiatives. 

 
 How   Lobby AVDC to introduce cardboard recycling. 

  
 Who   Great Brickhill Parish Council.  

  Aylesbury Vale District Council. 
  Environmental Groups to be identified. 
 

  When   2005. 
  Ongoing.   
 

 



GREAT BRICKHILL PARISH PLAN 

Page 26 of 32 
 

 
 
15 AIRCRAFT NOISE FROM LUTON AIRPORT  
 

 
 

Findings 73% of villagers are concerned about the possibility of increased aircraft noise as a 
result of the new flight paths proposed for aircraft  using Luton Airport, and the likely 
increase in night flights that will result from the expansion of the airport.  
 
77% of villagers support Aylesbury Vale District Council, Buckinghamshire County 
Council and Great Brickhill Parish Council in actively opposing the expansion and new 
flight paths proposed for Luton Airport. 
 

Recommended 
Action 

RA15 To mobilise support for Great Brickhill Parish Council and Aylesbury Vale 
District Council in opposing the proposed development of Luton Airport and 
the re-alignment of the flight paths which would increase aircraft noise over 
Great Brickhill 

 
Action Plan 
 

 
AP15 Aircraft noise from Luton Airport

 Objective  To resist and actively oppose any proposed expansion of Luton Airport 
or re-alignment of flight paths that would increase aircraft noise over 
Great Brickhill.   

 
 Why  To minimise noise pollution from low flying aircraft, which is a major 

concern to the residents of Great Brickhill. 
 

 How  Support Aylesbury vale District Council in opposing increased flights 
over the Brickhills and Aylesbury Vale. 

 
  Maintain awareness of proposed developments at Luton Airport 
 
 Promote an Action Campaign in the village to support other lobby 

groups and keep Great Brickhill residents informed. 
  

 Who   Great Brickhill Parish Council.  
  Action Group recruited from residents of Great Brickhill. 
 

  When   Immediate and ongoing .  
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16 MOBILE PHONE MASTS “Locate away from homes and school.”  

 
“The existing ones are a blot on the landscape and a 
possible health hazard.  Any additional plans should be 
opposed.”  
 

Findings Mobile phone masts have been located near High Ash School for some years.  70 % of 
villagers have recorded their concern about the siting of mobile phone masts near the 
school and residential properties because of the potential health risks. 
 

Recommended  
Action 

RA16 To control the siting of mobile phone masts and to strongly oppose any sited 
near the school or residential properties in Great Brickhill. 

 
Action Plan 
 

 
AP16 Mobile Phone Masts

 Objective To control the siting of mobile phone masts, and investigate the 
possibility of getting existing masts relocated. 

 
 Why  70% of villagers are concerned about siting of mobile phone masts.   

 
 How  To strongly oppose any additional masts being in the village other than 

those at a safe distance from the school and residential properties, and 
to not erect any further masts without consultation with villagers.   

  
 Who   Parish Council. 

  Aylesbury Vale District Council. 
  High Ash School governors. 
 

  When   Immediate and ongoing.   
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LEISURE & RECREATION 

 
 

Background Great Brickhill has a wide range of well-supported leisure and recreational facilities, 
including successful cricket and tennis clubs, and a number of clubs and societies who 
meet regularly in the excellent Parish Hall.  Rural amenity and play areas have been 
provided with the Cricket field Spinney and the recent Foxhole development project.  
Against this positive background the Parish Survey identified two areas for 
improvement with better provision for children and for young adults. 
 

17 CHILDREN’S 
PLAYGROUNDS IN  

 GREAT BRICKHILL 

“Cuff Lane could be developed to meet the needs of older 
children as the Cricket Ground is aimed at younger 
children.“  
 
“Look at any MK playgrounds and compare with our 
facilities. The areas for improvement are obvious.”  
 

Findings There are two children’s 
playgrounds in the village.  48%  
of villagers would like to see the 
facilities upgraded at the Cricket 
Ground site, and 42 % of 
villagers would like to see the 
facilities upgraded at the Cuff 
Lane site.  There was a general 
view that the current facilities at 
Cuff Lane are completely 
inadequate, whilst the better 
facilities at the Cricket Ground 
do not cater for the older 
children up to 12 years old.  The 
9 – 11 year old children included 
in the School survey support this. 
 

 Special Planning Guidance in the 
Aylesbury Vale District Local 
Plan provides guidelines for the 
provision of leisure facilities in 
villages. 
 
A group of children from High 
Ash School have completed a 
study project which provides 
clear guidance on the 
improvements to the Cuff Lane 
playground site that they would 
like to see implemented. 
 

Children’s playground at the Cricket Ground 

Children’s playground at Cuff Lane  
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Recommended 
Action 

RA17 Upgrade the children’s playgrounds in the village to provide improved 
facilities. 

  
 
Action Plan 
 

 
AP17  Children’s playgrounds in Great Brickhill

 Objective To develop and upgrade the children’s playground facilities in the village, 
particularly the Cuff lane site, to meet the needs of children up to 12 years 
old. 

 
 Why 48% of villagers would like to see the facilities upgraded at the Cricket 

ground site, and 42% of villagers would like to see the facilities upgraded 
at the Cuff Lane site.  The 9 – 11 year old children included in the School 
survey support this. 

 
 How Set up a Working Group from within the village including the children. 

 
 Seek consultant help and support (e.g. Aylesbury Vale District Council 

Leisure Services) to assist the process. 
 

 
  

Who  Great Brickhill Parish Council to recruit Working Group from parents in 
the village. 

  Aylesbury Vale District Council Leisure Services. 
 Children from the village. 
 

 When  2005  Initiate. 
  2006 Complete. 
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18 YOUTH CLUB IN GREAT 

BRICKHILL 
“Plenty of good social activities but it would be nice if 
someone would be willing to establish a Youth Club.“  
 
“Would be interested in helping in any youth club.”  
 
“A youth club would depend on the quality and 
commitment of the leadership.”  
 

Findings 62% of villagers said that they would like to see a Youth Club established in the 
village.  This was strongly supported by the older children from the school. 
 
There have been Youth Clubs organised in the village in recent years, but some of 
these have foundered apparently for lack of support and commitment.  There are two 
youth oriented organisations in the village which currently enjoy good support:  Junior 
Quest and Crusaders. The development of a new and successful Youth Club which 
complements these will depend critically on self-help among the young, and the 
availability of a committed and competent youth leader to provide guidance.  
 

Recommended 
Action 

RA18 Facilitate the development of a new youth club in the village by setting up a 
Working Group in the village to provide guidance and support . 

 
Action Plan 
 

 
AP18 Youth Club in Great Brickhill

 Objective To promote and facilitate the establishment of a Youth Club in Great 
Brickhill. 

 
 Why 62% of villagers would like to see a Youth Club established in the 

village. 
 

 How Set up a Working Group from within the village to lead the process to 
establish a Youth Club in the village. 

  
 Identify and seek advice and guidance from Youth Activity leaders / 

support groups in Buckinghamshire (Deanery Youth Project, 
Buckinghamshire County Council).  

 
 Prepare a list of existing youth oriented activities available in the 

village and in adjoining villages and towns. 
 

 Who  Great Brickhill Parish Council to initiate by identifying a Working 
Group leader with a remit to progress the project. 

   
 When  2005 and ongoing. 

 
 



 
 

Scale 1: 25 000

Reproduced from OS Explorer map 192 (Buckingham & 
Milton Keynes) 1:25 000 scale by permission of Ordnance 
Survey® on behalf of The Controller of HMSO. 
© Crown copyright [2005].  All rights reserved.  
Ordnance Survey Licence number 100044574. 
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	Action Plan  
	 
	AP8 Car Parking in Great Brickhill
	 
	Findings

	Only a small proportion of villagers (less than 15%) use the limited bus service to the village.  This would increase possibly to 30% if a more frequent and regular service were provided. However, a major proportion (more than 50%) would not use public transport even if services were to be increased.   
	Recommended Action

	 
	Action Plan  
	 
	AP9 Public Transport
	 
	CONSERVATION & ENVIRONMENT 
	Findings

	The residents of Great Brickhill value the attractive rural location as a major benefit of living in the village, with its open views and easy access to walks in the adjoining countryside.  It is located in an Area of Attractive Landscape (AAL) designated in the Buckinghamshire County Structure Plan, although this designation is under threat of removal.  92% of villagers want any future development to preserve the open views for the enjoyment of the whole village.  78% of villagers would like the village to be part of an area designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  71% of villagers would like the Conservation Areas in the village to be extended.  One suggestion was that the “village triangle” (Lower Way, Pound Hill and Rotten Row) including the Cricket Ground and adjoining areas should be given Conservation Area status as the heart of the village. 
	Recommended Action

	 
	Action Plan 
	 
	AP10 The Rural Environment  in Great Brickhill
	Findings

	67% of villagers want a programme of tree planting and landscaping to be introduced.   
	Recommended Action

	 
	Action Plan 
	 
	AP11 Landscaping and Planting in Great Brickhill
	 
	Findings

	There is an existing network of footpaths, bridleways and rights of way around the village.   Some of these form part of longer routes such as the Milton Keynes Boundary Walk, and the Greensands Ridge Walk, or link in to other paths such as the Grand Union Canal Walk  Neglect and low maintenance in some parts in or near the village can make these passable only with difficulty  at some times in the year. 
	Recommended Action

	 
	Action Plan 
	 
	AP12 Rural Paths
	 
	Findings

	 
	The livery stables located in and around the village cater for a large number of horses.  In order to join the network of bridleways around the village the horses often have to be ridden along the roads through and around the village.  This can be an attractive rural sight, but is a cause for concerned comment for two reasons: 
	safety concerns for riders, horses and other road users, particularly when horses are ridden two abreast along the roads and lanes. 
	 
	 the objectionable nature of large quantities of horse droppings on the roads and pavements in the village.  This is reported to be a particular problem along  Green End, Pound Hill, Lower Way, Cuff Lane and Stoke Lane.   The village children attending High Ash School were particularly critical of this. 
	Recommended  Action

	 
	Action Plan 
	 
	AP13 Horses and Bridleways
	 
	14 RECYCLING WASTE 
	Findings

	 
	Action Plan 
	 
	AP14 Recycling Waste
	 
	Findings

	73% of villagers are concerned about the possibility of increased aircraft noise as a result of the new flight paths proposed for aircraft  using Luton Airport, and the likely increase in night flights that will result from the expansion of the airport.  
	77% of villagers support Aylesbury Vale District Council, Buckinghamshire County Council and Great Brickhill Parish Council in actively opposing the expansion and new flight paths proposed for Luton Airport. 
	Recommended Action

	 
	Action Plan 
	 
	AP15 Aircraft noise from Luton Airport
	 
	Findings
	Recommended  Action
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	AP16 Mobile Phone Masts
	 
	 
	 
	  
	LEISURE & RECREATION 
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	 17 CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUNDS IN  
	 GREAT BRICKHILL
	Findings



	 
	Action Plan 
	 
	AP17  Children’s playgrounds in Great Brickhill
	  
	  
	 
	18 YOUTH CLUB IN GREAT BRICKHILL
	Findings

	Recommended Action

	 
	Action Plan 
	 
	AP18 Youth Club in Great Brickhill
	Why 62% of villagers would like to see a Youth Club established in the village. 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	   



